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[Thayer  Home 
jFrom  Bombing 
Duty  in  Europe 

Home  for  21  days  after  complet¬ 
ing  35  missions  from  an  Eighth  Air 
Force  base  in  England,  First  Lt. 
Lawrence  W.  Thayer,  son  of  the 
late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  J.  Thayer, 
and  husband  of  the  former  Elinor 
Reese,  1401  Oram  St.,  has  an  excit¬ 
ing  career  behind  him,  with  still 
more  to  come. 

Flying  as  copilot  of  a  B-17  Fly¬ 
ing  Fortress  and  B-24  Liberator 
bombers,  Lieutenant  Thayer  has 
taken  part  in  several  of  the  hug\ 
bomber  raids  on  oil  and  rail  tar-' 
gets  in  the  Reich,  in  which  1,200  ts*i 
1,400  planes  took  part.  He  also  ! 
participated  in  the  St.  Lo  engage¬ 
ment  last  August,  the  greatest 
breakthrough  which  our  armies 
have  achieved  in  France. 


Lt.  Lawrence  W.  Thayer  . . .  won 
D.  F.  C.,  Air  Medal 


Three  times  he  has  crash 
landed,  twice  in  England,  once  in 
Belgium.  He  has  flown  many 
different  ships,  outstanding  among 
which  was  the  Tempest  Turner, 
named  after  Lana  Turner. 

>  Lieutenant  Thayer  has  been 
awarded  the  Distinguished  Flying 
Cross,  the  Air  Medal  with  four 
Oak  Leaf  Clusters,  and  the  Presi¬ 
dential  Unit  Citation,  as  well  as 
battle  stars  for  his  participation  ; 
in  the  D-Day  invasion  and  in  j 
aerial  •  combat.  ■  '  ' 

A  graduate  of  Central  High 
School,  class  of  1937,  and  Scran- 
ton-Lackawanna  Business  College,  j 
class  of  1938,  of  which  he  was 
president,  Lieutenant  Thayer  was 
employed  as  payroll  accountant 
by  the  Richards  Motor  Freight 
Lines  for  three  years  before  en¬ 
listing  as  an  air  cadet  Dec.  1, 

1942.  He  was  called  in  March, 

1943,  and  received  preflight  train¬ 
ing  at  Maxwell  Field,  Ala. 

He  was  graduated  from  Turner 
Field,  Ala.,  and  commissioned  a 
second  lieutenant  Dec.  5,  1943.  He 
was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant , 
Sept,  lo,  1944. 

Following  his  furlough,  -Lieu-  i 
tenant  Thayer  will  report,  to  the  i 
Army  Air  Forces  Redistribution  j 
Station  No.  .  2,  Miami,  Fla.,  for  j 
reassignment. 


